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Assistive Technology & the IEP
Applications of assistive technology in the classroom open a new world of possibilities in the education of the 
student with a disability. By adapting a student’s environment, such as augmentative communication, adapted 
computers, assisted pointing, writing devices and daily living tools, a student is able to take full advantage of the 
educational environment in ways that were never before imagined. Increasing awareness of these new tools and 
their potential by educators, reinforced by informed parents and federal legislation, is paving the way for the 
Kentucky Education Reform Act (KERA) goal of self-sufficiency for every student.

By federal law, every student with a disability is entitled to "a free and appropriate education in the least 
restrictive environment."  In addition, special education and related services must meet the individual needs of 
each identified student. To determine a student's needs and ensure that they are met, a team develops an 
Individualized Education Program (IEP), which includes the special education teacher, the regular education 
teacher parents and often the student. Services listed in the IEP are to be provided by the school at no cost to 
the parents. The IEP process is the means for providing the assistive technology students may need to receive 
an appropriate education.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA, P.L. 101-476, as amended)

The Education for the Handicapped Act (EHA) was reauthorized in 1990 as the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA, P.L. 101-476, as amended) which now specifically addresses the inclusion of assistive 
technology in the IEP. The regulations stipulate that:

1. The need for assistive technology must be addressed on every IEP;

2. Assistive technology can be special education or a related service;

3. Assistive technology can also be a form of supplementary aid or service utilized to facilitate a 
student's education in a regular education environment;

4. If participants on the IEP team determine that a student requires assistive technology in order to 
receive a free and appropriate public education and designate assistive technology as either 
special education or related service, then the services must be provided at no cost to the 
parents.

In order for parents to advocate for their child’s rights, they should be familiar with the IEP process. Here are 
some facts that will be of assistance to parents or professionals when they are working with school personnel to 
develop the IEP.

The Kentucky Depar tment of  Education (KDE)
The Kentucky Department of Education, Division of Learning Services has publications that may be helpful.  
They also have consultants that are available to answer parent’s questions.  Call (502) 564-4970 and ask for a 
consultant.  Publications can be accessed on line at: education.ky.gov.

Parents have the right to request that certain services, such as assistive technology, be included in the student's 
IEP. They should be prepared to discuss why such services are important for the student's education. Keep in 
mind that any services included in an IEP must implement specific IEP goals and objectives, which are designed 
to address the student's specific needs. 

• IEP's must list all special education (specially designed instruction) and related services (services that 
are necessary for the student to benefit from special education), which are required for the student in 
one instructional year.

• IEP's MUST be individually designed to meet the needs of the student and not to fit into pre-existing 

http://education.ky.gov/


programs or services for the sake of administrative convenience.

• The lack of available existing services or the lack of sufficient funds CANNOT be used by school 
personnel as a reason to deny services or to eliminate a needed service from the IEP.

• All special education and related services that are needed to implement the IEP goals and objectives 
MUST be listed in the IEP, even if they are not available through the local school.

• Evaluation results are the key to what is included in the IEP; therefore, it is critical that evaluations 
accurately reflect how assistive technology will meet the needs of the student.

• The IEP team may, at the discretion of the parents or agency, include other individuals who have 
knowledge or special expertise regarding the student.

• The IEP is a written commitment on the part of the school to provide specified services. Parents are 
entitled to and should ensure that they receive a copy of the finished document.

• Section 300.308 has been amended to clarify that on a case by case basis, the use of school-purchased 
assistive technology devices in a student’s home or in other settings is required if the student’s IEP team 
determines that the student needs access to those devices in order to receive a free and appropriate 
education.

The Appeals Process
There is a section on mediation that requires public education agencies ensure that procedures are established 
and implemented to allow parties to resolve disputes through a mediation process. The mediation process must 
be voluntary on the part of the parties and conducted by a qualified and impartial mediator. The State must 
maintain a list of individuals who are qualified mediators and knowledgeable in laws and regulations relating to 
the provision of special education and related services and must bear the cost of the mediation process. 
Provisions are also added to ensure that discussions that occur during the mediation must be confidential and 
not used as evidence in due process hearings or civil proceedings, and the parties may be required to sign a 
confidentiality pledge. 

At any point, parents may choose to request a due process hearing or bring a civil action suit against the school 
in courts. Parents can seek assistance and advice with their appeals from Protection and Advocacy.

Protection and Advocacy
You can contact P&A at (800) 372-2988 (Voice/TTD).  P&A has several publications on line at: paky.net.  
Choose education from their home page to view the list of publications.  For a print copy of these publications, 
call the P&A number above.

Currently available publications include:

• IDEA/Section 504 Comparison Chart

• Tips on Writing an IEP

• Devices That Can Help Students with Special Needs In School (AT)

• How to Negotiate in ARC Meetings

• Behavior Intervention at School: FBA & BIPs

• Partners In Advocacy: A Guide to Special Education Planning

For more information contact the KATS Network (800) 327-5287 - katsnet.org
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